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ISLAM’IN iLK DONEMINDE MUSHAF-I SERiF’IN HiCAZi YAZISI

Arap Yarimadas1 ve cevresinde yiiriitiilen Arap Yazi Tarihi ¢alismalari, tarihi
donemler cercevesinde gergeklestirilmistir; bu c¢alismalarin ilk adimi Hicaz
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(Mekke-Medine) bolgesine yonelik olmustur. Bu da arastirmacilari1 dogal olarak
Mushaf yazim c¢alismalarina yonlendirmistir. Efendimiz’in (sav) hayatinda
Mushaf’in yaziminin iki farkli asamasi olmustur: Mekke ve Medine asamalari. Bu
asamalarda vahyin nuziiliine sahitlik eden bircok sahabil olmasina ragmen
Kur'an’t okumada ve yazmada maharetli olanlarin sayisi elli civarindaydi. Ancak
nuzil ile birlikte parsémenlere ve gesitli malzemelere es zamanli olarak yazilan
Mushaftaki bu iki yaz1 cesidinin Arap harfleri blinyesinde farkl o6zellikleri
bulunmaktaydi. Bu ¢alismada, Mushaftaki Mekki ve Medeni hattin 6zelliklerine
yogunlasilacak, daha sonralar1 “yazim kurallarina verilen bu o6zelliklerin
Mushaf'in yazimina yansimasi ele alinacaktir.

Hicri birinci asirda hat sanati ve Arap yazisi Mushafin korunmasina yonelik
olarak olabilecek en iyi seviyeye ulasmisti. Bu, dlimlerin Mushaf'in korunmasina
verdigi onemi de gostermektedir. Mistensihler ve Katipler de Mushafin
yaziminda ilkyazim kurallariyla uyumlu olmaya 6nem vermislerdir. Boylece bu
iki yazi ¢esidi dinf ve kiiltiirel merkezilikleri dolayisiyla tiim Arap yarimadasinda
meshur olmustur. Bu hatla es zamanl olarak farkli hatlar ve kalemler de
gelismistir. Ancak ilkyazim kurallar1 disina ¢cikilmamistir. Tiim bunlara 6rnek
olarak Mesk-i Emevi ve Kifi-yi Mushafi yazi ¢esitleri verilebilir. Mushaf yazima -
sekliyle, lafziyla, edasiyla ilk halini muhafaza etmesi icin-imam Mushaf’a uyumla
gecmisten giiniimiize kadar devam etmistir.

[Genis Tiirkce Oz, calismanin sonunda yer almaktadir.]
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THE HIGAZI SCRIPTURE OF THE HOLY MANUSCRIPT IN THE EARLY TIMES
OF ISLAM

Studying the history of Arabic calligraphy found in the vicinity of the Arabian
Peninsula and its development is considered the first step in studying the Arabic
calligraphy in which the Noble Qur’an was written in Hijaz (Mecca and Medina).
This leads directly to the history of the writing of the Noble Qur’an at the
beginning of Islam, which took place in two distinct phases in the lifetime of the
Prophet: Meccan phase and Medinan phase. After the prophet’s death, the
Qur'anic manuscripts were compiled and collected into one standardized
version of the Quran (Uthmanic codex), of which, seven copies were made.
During the period of revelation (wahy), approximately 50 of the most skilled
companions in reading and writing were chosen by the Prophet as scribes of the
revelation. Moreover, though the Prophet received the revelation in both the
Meccan and the Medinan periods, there are discernible differences in the script
styles for each period. the development of Arabic calligraphy at the highest level
commensurate with the beauty of writing the Qur’an. The scribes took care of
writing the Qur’an in lines consistent with the rules of the first writing of the
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Qur’an. pronunciation and performance throughout history to the present day.
In this paper, these differences will be studied and illustrated. In addition, it will
be shown that these original script styles persisted throughout the islamic
manuscript history and had a lasting influence on later copies of the Qur’an.

[The Extended Abstract is the end of article.]
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iISLAM’IN iLK DONEMINDE MUSHAF-I SERIF’IN
HiCAZI YAZISI

Ziyad ALRAWASHDEHA Khadeejeh ALRAWASHDEHP

Genis Oz

Arap Yarimadasi cevresinde bulunan Arap hattinin tarihi ve gelisiminin
asamalarim su sekilde degerlendirmek miimkiindiir: ilk olarak Hicaz'da
(Mekke-i Miikerreme ve Medine-i Miinevvere) Kur’an-1 Kerim'in yazildig
Arap hattinin incelenmesi iizerinedir. Bu asama, bizi Islam'in erken
donemlerine Kur’an-1 Kerim'in yazilma tarihini incelemeye gotiiriir. Soyle ki;
Kur’an-1 Kerim hatti iki asamaya sahit olmustur: Birincisi, Hz. Peygamber
(s.a.v) zamanindaki yazma asamasi ve ikinci olarak da Rasid halifeler
doneminde gerceklesen toplama ve ¢ogaltma siirecidir.

Vahiy asamasina gelince, Hz. Peygamber (s.a.v) vahyi yazmak i¢in okuma ve
yazma konusunda en yetenekli sahabileri sec¢mistir. Ancak {izerinde
durulmasi gereken o6nemli bir konu ise, Hz. EbG Bekir ve Hz. Osman
doneminde Kuran’in toplanip ¢ogaltilmasindan o6nce Hz. Peygamber
zamaninda harflerin ve sahifelerin hususiyetlerinin tespiti tizerinedir. Bu
arastirma mezkiir konuyu arastirmayi hedeflemektedir. Calisma ayni
zamanda su sorular1 da cevaplamaya c¢alismaktadir: Kur'an-1 Kerim'in
yazildig1 Kufi yazi tiiriinden 6nce herhangi bir yazi tiiri var miydi? Kuran-1
Kerim’in Mekke'deki yazma 6zellikleri ile Medine'deki yazma 6zellikleri ayni
miydi, Kur'an-1 Kerim'in iki hat ile (Hicazi ve Kifi) yazilmasinin ayirt edici
ozellikleri ve meziyetleri nelerdir?

Erken donem Mushaf konusunu ele alan en 6nemli kaynaklar, referanslar ve
arastirmalara nazaran, Miisliman alimlerin tarih boyunca bu meseleye
ayrica ilgi gosterdiklerini ve bu mesele hakkinda cesitli yazilar yazdiklari
goriilmektedir.Fakat ilk donemlerde yazilanlarin biiyiikk bir kisminin
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b Doktora Ogrencisi, istanbul Universitesi, khadeejeh.alrawashdeh@istanbul.edu.tr
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kayboldugunu ve geriye kalanlarin ise hicri ligiincii yilizylldan sonraya ait
olduguna sahit olmaktayiz.Miistakil olmaksizin Kur'dn-1 Kerim
resmini(formunu) ele alan en oOnemli Kkaynaklar arasinda sunlar
bulunmaktadir: ibnii'n-Nedim’in (6.384/994) “el-Fihrist’i; Ebu Hayyan et-
Tevhid'nin (6. 414/1023) “Risdletin fi ‘ilmi’l-kitdbe”adl1 eserlerdir.
Kur'an’ingekil agisindan tarihi siirecini ele alan kaynaklar arasinda ise;Ebi 1-

Abbas el-Mehdevi'nin (6. 440/1048) “Hicd’timesdhifi-emsdr”, ibnMuaz el-
Ciheni'nin (6.442/1050“el-Bedi”, Ebli Amred-Dani'nin (6.444/1052) “el-
MuKnfi‘ fi m‘arifeti mersiimi mesdhifiehli’l-emsdr”, Kirmani'nin (6.500/1106)
“Hattu’l-mahif’, Satibi'nin (6.590/1194) “Akiletiietrdbi’l-Kasdid”, Yisufel-
Kaydi el-Harizm?'nin (6.618/1221) “Hica’l-mesahif’, ve Harraz'in
(6.718/1318) “Mevridii’z-zam’dn fi resmi ahrifi’l-Kur’dn” bulunmaktadir.
Ayrica giiniimiizde de birtakim ¢alismalar bulunmaktadir. Bu arastirmalar,
[slam’in degisik alanlarinda ve Kur'an ilimlerinde miitehassis kisiler
tarafindan yapilmistir. Bu alanda ¢alisanlarin en énemlileri arasinda yer alan
Prof. Dr. Tayyar Altikulag, Hz. Osman’a nispet edilen Mushaf-1 Serif
niishalarinin tahkiki ve nesrinde ciddi bir sekilde yogunlagsmistir. Topkapi
Saray1 Miizesi niishasi, San‘a niishas, Tiirk ve islam Eserleri Miizesi niishas,
el-Meshedii’l Hiiseyni niishasi, ilaveten Hz. Ali'ye nispet edilen Tahran niishasi
baslica eserleridir. Yine muasir uzmanlardan Prof. Dr. Ganim Kuduri el-
Hamd biitiin ¢alismalarinda ve arastirmalarinda bu alana yogunlasmistir.
‘Uliimii’l-Kur’dn beyne’lmesddiri ve’l-mesdhif” ve “mesdhif-i mahtiite” kitaplari
bu alandaki en 6nemli eserlerindendir.

Ote yandan Oryantalistler de Mushaf-1 Serifin tarihine ihtimam
gostermislerdir. Bunlardan en meshur olani, “Kur’‘an Tarihi” adli kitabiyla
Alman sarkiyat¢ci TheodorNoldeke'ye (6.1348/1930) aittir. Daha sonra ise
sarkiyatc1 AntonSpitaler tarih boyunca Kur’an-1 Kerim’in el yazmalarini ve
nadir olan goriintiilerin arsivini olusturmustur. AntonSpitaler bunu daha
sonralar1 II. Diinya savasinda ingiliz ucaklari tarafindan yok edilecek olan
Bavyera Bilim Enstitiisiine bagl olan 6zel bir akademi blinyesinde kurmustu.
Anton Spitaler arsivin bu nedenle kayboldugunu iddia ediyordu. Bunun aksi
oldugunu gostermek, arsivi yeniden a¢iga ¢ikarmak gayesiyle18 yil stirecek
olan Alman hiikiimeti finansmaniyla Corpus Coranicum adli projeyi
baslatmak i¢in Angelika Neuwirth ve Michael Marx harekete gectiler. 2007
senesinde baslayan bu proje dinyanin farklh iilkelerinden ¢alisma
gruplariyla halen devam etmektedir. Bu nedenle projeye Corpus Coranicum
ismini verdiler. Bu isimlendirmenin ideolojik bir gorilintiisii vardir. Clinkii
onlar bu isimlendirmeyle hakikatte arastirmanin 6n sonuglarini géz 6niine
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sererek, neticeyi ise ¢alismayi bitirmeden vermislerdir.

Erken Mushaf meselesinin tarihi ve sanatiyla ilgilenen Oryantalistler’e de
rastlamak miimkiindiir. Bu sahada“The Rise of the North Arabic Script and Its

Kur anic Development, with a Full Description of the Kur an Manuscripts in the

Oriental Institute” adli eseriyle Amerikali arastirmaci Nabia Abbott
(6.1357/1939) ve yine Amerikali arastirmact EstelleWhelan'in
(6.1417/1997) “Writing the Word of God: Some Early Qur’an Manuscripts and
Their Milieux, Part I” adli eserleri zikredilmeye degerdir. Arastirmaci
EstelleWhelan’in bu eseri Medine'de hicri birinci ylizyilda Kuran-1 Kerim'i
kaydedilme sanatin1 kanitlamak icin “unutulmus tanik” calismasidir. Bu
ifadeyle nakislar ve Emevimushaf yazilar kastedilir.

Yine Oryantalistlerden Sheila S. Blair'in “Islamic Calligraphy” isimli eseri ve
Francois Deroche’'nin “The Abbasid Tradition” eseribu alan icgerisinde
sayllmaktadir. 1992 yilinda yaymnlanan Frangois Deroche’ninbu eseri,
Mushaf-1 Serif'in Hicazive Abbasi yaz tiiriiyle yazilmasini ele alir. ikincisi ise

2014 senesinde yayinlanan “Qur ans of the Umayyads” adli eseridir. Emeviler

doneminde Mushaf-1 Serifin sekli ve zapt1 gibi baslica konulari ele alan bir
eserdir. Ayrica David J. Roxburgh’un 2007 yilinda yazdig1 “Writing the word
of God” adli eseri de one ¢ikanlardandir. Calismada deginecegimiz ilizere
Oryantalist arastirmalar, Kuran-1 Kerim’in fenni yonlerini ortaya koymanin
yaninda ideolojik birtakim degerlendirmelerde de bulunmuslardir.

Bu ¢alismanin amaci; Mushaf-1 Serif'in erken dénem tavsifi calismasibilimsel
tarih yazimi yéntemine dayanarak Paleografi, Iktina, Kodikoloji, Kitap bilimi,
Sanat ve Stisleme tiirleri, Miirekkep tiirleri ve Hat ¢esitleri gibi ilimleri hicri
ikinci yiizy1ldaki mushaflarin nasil yazildigini icra etmektedir. Bu kullanilan
ilimler bize kadim el yazmalarinda sarkiyatcilarin yalnizca bir incelemeye
tabi tutmalarinin (c14) aksine Miisliiman alimlerin belirledigi yontemler ile
daha dakik ve daha isabetli malumatlar verecektir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Mushaf-1 Serif, Mekki hatti, Vahiy Katibi, Medeni hatt,
ibnii’'n-Nedim.
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THE HIGAZI SCRIPTURE OF THE HOLY
MANUSCRIPT IN THE EARLY TIMES OF ISLAM

Ziyad ALRAWASHDEH= Khadeejeh ALRAWASHDEHD

Extended Abstract

A research on the history and development of Arabic manuscripts around the
Arabian Peninsula is considered the first step towards Arabic calligraphy
work used in the writing of the Mushaf Al-Sharif in the Hejaz (Makkah Al-
Mukarramah and Madinah Al-Munawwarah). This leads us to study the
history of the writing of the Mushaf Al-Sharif based on the first period of
Islam, as the writing of the Mushaf witnessed two stages: the writing stage
during the time of the Prophet (saw), and its compilation and calligraphic
stage during the time of the Khulafa Ar-Rashidun (the Rightly Guided
Caliphs). During the revelation stage, the Prophet (saw) chose his most
proficient Companions in reading and writing as scribes of the revelation.
The research question is concerned with the alphabet and the quality of the
manuscripts which were written during the period of the Prophet (saw),
before their compilation and calligraphic work during the time Abu Bakr As-
Siddiq and Uthman ibn Affan (May Allah be pleased with them). The research
also seeks to answer following questions: Was there another calligraphic
style for the Mushaf Al-Sharif before the Kufic script used in the Mushaf Al-
Sharif? Are the features of the manuscripts in Makka Al-Mukarramah the
same as the ones of the manuscripts in Madinah Al-Munawwarah? What are
the similarities and differences between the Hijazi script or Kufic scriptin the
Mushaf Al-Sharif?

Analyses on the most important sources, testimonials and works on early
period manuscripts show that throughout history Muslims scholars attached
great importance to the issue and wrote about it. However, most of the
writings from the early centuries are remnants from after the 3rd Hijri
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century. The most important sources, which dealt with the script of the
Mushaf Al-Sharif independently are as follows: Ibn al-Nadim's work, titled
"Kitab al-Fihrist" (H. 384/994 A.D.), and Abu Hayyan al-Tawhidi's work,
titled "Risala fi 'ilm al-Kitaba" (Treatise about Calligraphy) (H. 414/1023
AD.). Sources dealing with the history of the Mushaf Al-Sharif are the
following: Abu Abbas Al-Mahdawi's work, titled "Hajau Masahifi al-Amsar”
(H. 440/1048 A.D.); Abu Omar al-Dani's work "Al-Mukni fi Marifeti Marsumi
Masabhifi al-Amsar" (H. 444/1052 A.D.); Al-Kirmani's "Had al-Masafih" (H.
500/1106 A.D.); Imam al-Shatibi's "'Aqilat al-Atrab” (H. 590/1193 A.D.);
Yusuf al-Qaydi al-Khwarizmi's "Hajau al-Masahif" (H. 618/1221 A.D.); and
the work, titled "Mawrid al-Zaman fi Rasmi Ahruf al-Qur'an"” by Al-Kharraz
(H.718/1318 A.D.).

There also exist contemporary testimonials from experts on Islamic and
Qur'anic research. One of the most important and most renowned
personalities in this field today is Prof. Dr. Tayyar Altikulag, who conducted
very important work on the analyses of the Qur'anic manuscripts (masahif)
attributed to the great Companion Uthman ibn Affan (ra), including the
Topkapi manuscript, the San‘a manuscript, the manuscript in the Museum of
Turkish and Islamic Arts, and the Al-Mashad al-Husseini manuscript. He also
worked on the manuscript attributed to the great Companion Ali bin Abu
Talib (ra), which is in Teheran. Prof. Dr. Ghanim Qadduri al-Hamad is another
one among contemporary experts, who dedicated all his efforts on the
research of this issue. His books, "Qur'anic Sciences in Sources and
Manuscripts”, and "Handwritten Masahif" are some examples of his work.

Also Orientalists were interested in the history of the Mushaf Al-Sharif. The
most important work in this field is the book of Theodor Noéldeke (H.
1348/1930 A.D.) titled, "The History of Qur'an". Then comes the orientalist,
Anton Spitaler, who worked on this field and accumulated an archive of rare
manuscripts and historical pieces within the Bavarian Academy of Sciences
and Humanities, which was destroyed during World War II in 1944 through
British air bombing. Anton Spitaler claimed that the archive was lost due to
this. However Michael Marx and Angelika Neuwirth proved the opposite and
started to restore the archive in 2007, with a 18-year financial support of the
German government, which is called the Project "Corpus Coranicum”. The
project is conducted in teamwork of researchers from various countries. The
aim of the project is to declare the influence of the Qur'an and the revelation
upon the West. So they called their project "Corpus Coranicum”, which is an
ideological name, which reveals their aim to prioritize their views over the
results of the preliminary study, and to make conclusions even before
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completing the research.

The following Orientalist are among those who are most interested in early
period Masahif, their history and calligraphic artwork: American researcher
Nabia Abbott (H. 1357/1939 A.D.), with her book "The Rise of the North
Arabic Script and Its Qur’anic Development with a Full Description of the
Qur'an Manuscripts in the Oriental Institute"; and American Researcher
Estelle Whelan's (H. 1417/ 1997 A.D.) work “Writing the Word of God: Some
Early Qur’an Manuscripts and Their Milieux, Part 1”, who describes it as a
"lost witness" and focusses on the "Calligraphy and Illumination in the
Mushaf al-Sharif of the Umayyads" in order to highlight the codification in
Madinah Al-Munawwarah during the first century of Hijrah. Other Orientalist
are Sheila S. Blair, author of the book "Islamic Calligraphy”, and Francois
Déroche, who elucidates Hijazi and Abbasid calligraphy in the Mushaf al-
Sharif, in his book "The Abbasid Tradition", in 1992. Another book of the
same author is the "Qur'an of the Umayyads" published in 2014, which
describes the formation and the use of vowels in the Masahif of the Umayyad
period. David ]. Roxburgh is another Orientalist and author of the book,
"Writing The Word of God" (H. 1428/2007 A.D.).

Alongside presenting the artistic aspects of the Masahif, these orientalist
studies contain an ideological aspect too. This research will expand on this in
the following chapters. The aim of this research is to describe the Mushaf Al-
Sharif (early period Masahif), reveal their writing systems in the Hijri L.
Century, using an academic chronology method, like "Paleography and
Codicology", as well as the used calligraphy and illumination artworks, inks
and fonts. This research will give detailed and more accurate insight to the
issue, dwell on the analysis and radiocarbon dating (Carbon-14 dating) of
some Orientalists, and expound on the manuscripts of the Mushaf Al-Sharif,
which is a generally neglected topic.

Keywords: Mushaf Al-Sharif, Mekkan calligraphy, scribes of the revelation,
Medinan calligraphy, Ibn al-Nadim.
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