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Cagdas Arap lehgeleri, eski Arap lehcelerinin uzantisi olarak goriilmektedir. Bu lehgeler pek ¢ok ortak 6zellige sahiptir.
Bu o6zellikler dilbilimciler i¢in fesahatin bir dl¢iisiinii teskil etmektedir. Buna dayanarak dilciler sehir insani ile ¢ol
insanin dillerini birbirinden ayirmislardir. Sehir sakinleri olan Hicaz kabilelerinin dilini edebi dil olarak kabul etmisler,
¢olde yasayan Temim kabilelerinin dilini ise farkli lehce 6zellikleri iceren dil olarak gormiislerdir. Boylece Arap lehgeleri
Arap Yarimadasi’'nin “bati lehgeleri” ve “orta ve dogu” lehgeleri olarak iki kisma ayrilmistir. Bu cografi ayristirma,
modern ve eski donem lehceleri arasinda gogebe ve yerlesik cevreler acisindan benzesmektedir. Bolgeler arasi bu lehge
cesitliligi, glinimlizde “kirsal” ve “sehir” lehgeleri olarak iki kisma ayrilan modern Suriye lehgelerine benzemektedir.
Bu faktorlerden hareketle bu arastirma, eski Arap lehgeleri ile modern Suriye lehceleri arasindaki benzerlik ve farklilik
noktalarini ortaya koymaya calismaktadir. Calisma, karsilastirmali betimsel metoda dayanarak lehcelerde “Feth ve

» o«

imale”, “Hemzenin vurgulanmasi veya yumusatilmasi” ve “Ibdal” gibi bazi fonolojik olgular incelemeyi amaglamaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arap Dili ve Edebiyati, Lehce bilim, Eski Arap Lehgeleri, Modern Suriye Lehgeleri.

Abstract

Contemporary Arabic dialects are seen as an extension of the old Arabic dialects. These dialects have many common
features. These features constitute a measure of eloquence for linguists. Based on this, linguists distinguished between
the languages of city dwellers and desert dwellers. They accepted the language of the city dwellers, the Hijaz tribes, as
aliterary language, while the language of the Temim tribes living in the desert was regarded as a language with different
dialectal features. Thus, Arabic dialects were divided into two parts as "western dialects" and "central and eastern”
dialects of the Arabian Peninsula. This geographical division is similar between modern and ancient dialects in terms of
nomadic and sedentary environments. This inter-regional dialectal diversity is similar to the modern Syrian dialects,
which are now divided into two parts as "rural” and "urban" dialects. Based on these factors, this study tries to reveal
the points of similarities and differences between ancient Arabic dialects and modern Syrian dialects. Based on the
comparative descriptive method, the study aims to examine some phonological phenomena such as "Fath and Imale",
"Emphasis or softening of the hemza" and "Ibdal" in the dialects.

Keywords: Arabic Language and Literature, Dialectology, Ancient Arabic Dialects, Modern Syrian Dialects.
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STRUCTURED ABSTRACT

This research aims to comprehensively address the major common points between ancient
and modern Arabic dialects. It then presents the secondary shared points between them through
detailed explanation and analysis. These dialects exhibit several common phonological phenomena
that lead us to believe that the phonological features present in modern dialects originate from the
ancient dialects. However, some recent linguistic studies neglect to attribute these phenomena to
their ancient origins. Therefore, this research attempts to address this issue and aims to establish the
connection between modern and ancient dialects while determining the level of eloquence in modern
dialects. This study follows a comparative descriptive approach, collecting information on the subject
through observation and measurement of shared phonological phenomena, followed by their
analysis, interpretation, and comparison, as well as determining their prevalence throughout
ancient and modern times.

The identified phenomena play a crucial role in the linguistic foundation of modern dialects
on one hand, and in discussing the standards of eloquence for these dialects through their distinction
between Bedouin and urban aspects on the other. A significant resemblance has been found between
ancient Arabic dialects and modern Syrian dialects in a major point, which is the division of each into
two distinct categories: Bedouin and urban. Both ancient Arabic and modern Syrian dialects exhibit
a similar geographical distribution, where urban dialects are associated with the urban environment
in the western regions, while Bedouin dialects are prevalent in the central and eastern areas. This
similarity extends to other connected points related to the Bedouin or urban nature of these dialects,
which have been discussed in separate chapters, leading to several important findings.

In the first chapter, we discussed the phenomena of "fathah" (short vowels) and "imalah"
(gliding) and found a division among ancient dialects themselves regarding the preference for these
two phenomena. In ancient times, urban residents favored the use of "fathah"” in their speech, while
Bedouin tribes preferred "imalah.” In contrast, in modern Syrian dialects, this preference is entirely
reversed, with "imalah"” appearing in urban dialects, and Bedouin dialects lacking it, favoring
"fathah" instead. This aligns more closely with eloquence.

In the second chapter, we discussed the phenomenon of "hamzah" (glottal stop) and found
that ancient dialects divided between realization and simplification of the "hamzah.” In the Tamimi
dialect, the "hamzah" is realized in both regular speech and in poetic and rhetorical language. In the
Hijazi dialect, the "hamzah" is simplified in regular speech but realized in poetic and rhetorical
language. In modern Syrian dialects, the "hamzah" is simplified in both dialects, with slight
variations in its position, whether at the beginning, middle, or end of a word.

In the third chapter, we discussed the phenomenon of "i'badal” (substitution), where both
ancient and modern dialects replace various sounds with different sounds to varying extents and in
various patterns. In ancient dialects, it is evident that the Bedouin environment tends to favor strong,
voiced, and intensified sounds, while the urban environment leans toward weak, softened, and light
sounds. Each environment favors what suits it best. In modern Syrian dialects, substitution is
common in both dialects, with some aligning with the characteristics of ancient dialects, whether
Bedouin or urban, and others deviating from the original, especially in urban dialects.
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